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Colorado Oasis
2023 GARDEN IN A  BOX:  GARDEN INFO SHEET

Adaptable sun exposure - full sun or part shade  
(minimum of 4 hrs of direct or indirect sun per day)

Hardiness maximum of 7,000 ft.

Very low to low water needs

Bask in the balance of the Colorado Oasis garden with 
a central sweep of grasses harmonized by warm-toned 
blooms on one side, and cool-toned blooms on the 
other. Much like the canyons along the Colorado Front 
Range - with a sunny side on the north, a shaded side 
on the south, and a meandering river running through 
the canyon center - this garden will draw you in to 
enjoy some respite from the summer’s heat. Colorado 
Oasis covers 60 square feet and features 15 native, 
xeric perennial varieties!

Planting map covers 60 sq. ft.

Blooms late spring to fall

Individual Plant Information

1

This Rocky Mountain native 
grass has eyelash-like 
spikelets that grow 
horizontally on its stems. 
Blue Grama stays colorful 
through the fall season.

Mature height 1-2'
Mature spread 1-2'

CARE: This adaptable grass thrives 
in most soils except very heavy and 
very wet clay. Be sure to not let this 
grass sit in wet soils for long. 

BLUE GRAMA GRASS -  Bouteloua graci l is QTY.  2

1
Attracts birds

Very low water needs

Blooms summer  
to fall 

Full sun

indicates a native plantN

N

A spreading clump of finely 
cut grayish-green, very 
fragrant foliage produces 
erect leafy stalks topped by 
tight clusters of white 
flowers.

CARE:  Best in hot, dry, sunny 
locations, these flowers thrive on 
neglect and do not need 
pampering. Basal foliage will 
remain attractive throughout the 
winter. 

COMMON WHITE YARROW -  Achi l lea mil lefol ium QTY.  2

2 Resists deer, 
rabbits

Attracts bees, birds, 
butterflies

Mature height 1-2'
Mature spread 2-3'

Low water needs

Full sun

Blooms summer

N

This aster forms a bushy, 
multi-branched clump with 
fine, daisy-like flowers that 
are violet/ purple during 
early summer to fall.

CARE: An extremely low- 
maintenance plant, as a prolific 
native plant to our region it will do 
poorly in over-fertilized, rich soils.

FALL ASTER -  Aster  novi-belgi i  ‘Audrey ’ QTY.  3

3
Attracts bees, birds, 
butterflies

Mature height 18-24"
Mature spread 18-24"

Low water needs

Full sun

Blooms late summer 
to early fall

N



	

2

Its linear, bright green 
leaves create an airy clump 
with several slender stalks 
capped by brick red flowers 
with drooping rays 
surrounding a tall, brown 
center. 

Mature height 18-24"
Mature spread 18-24"

CARE: Prairie Coneflower is very 
drought tolerant and undiscerning 
about soil types. It thrives in full, 
hot sun. 

PRAIRIE RED CONEFLOWER -  Ratibida columnifera pulcherr ima QTY.  2

5

Attracts birds, bees, 
butterflies

Resists deerVery low water needs

Full sun

Blooms early to 
late summer

This low, creeping 
penstemon features 
tubular, scarlet-orange 
flowers. The prolific 
blooms rest atop soft, 
green needle-like foliage, 
covering the plant 
throughout the 
midsummer months.

CARE: Penstemon varieties prefer 
not to be overcrowded and prefer 
maximum heat and sun exposure. 
Avoid enriching the soil around 
these finicky plants - it will shorten 
their lifespan. Plant high so as to 
avoid burying the crown. Mulch 
with bark sparingly or use gravel or 
pine needles. Water sparingly once 
established. 

PINELEAF PENSTEMON -  Penstemon pini fol ius QTY.  3

4

Attracts bees, 
butterflies, 
hummingbirds

Mature height 1-2'
Mature spread 12-15"

Resists deer, 
rabbits

Blooms mid-
summer

Low water needs

Full sun

N

N

Switchgrass forms dense, 
elegantly tall strands of 
green, changing to deep 
red throughout the sum-
mer and ending the season 
as a burgundy wine color in 
the fall.

Attracts butterflies, 
small birds

Mature height 3-5'
Mature spread 18-24"

CARE: Extremely drought tolerant 
and grows well in any type of soil.

SWITCHGRASS -  Panicum virgatum QTY.  1

6

Blooms late 
summer

Low water needs

Full sun to part shade

8

Its large long-spurred, but 
dainty, golden flowers 
dangle gracefully above 
attractive lobed blue-green 
leaflets. 

CARE: Columbines are relatively 
short lived, so allow some of the 
plants to seed and self-sow.

YELLOW COLUMBINE -  Aqui legia chrysantha QTY.  2

7

Mature height 2-3'
Mature spread 18-24"

Attracts bees, birds, 
butterflies

Low water needs

Full sun to part shade

Blooms late spring 
to early summer

Resists deer, 
rabbits

N

N



	

SPRING (AFTER FIRST GROWING SEASON)

Cut back old growth or winter damage before new growth begins to show.			   Blue Grama Grass, Common White Yarrow, 		
										          Fall Aster, Pineleaf Penstemon, Prairie Red 		
										          Coneflower, Switchgrass, Yellow Columbine

Divide mature plants, in early spring every three years, as needed. 				    Common White Yarrow, Fall Aster, Prairie Red 		
										          Coneflower, Switchgrass

FALL

Leave last blooms to self-seed and/or feed the birds come winter.				    Blue Grama Grass, Prairie Red Coneflower, 	
										          Switchgrass, Yellow Columbine

Deadhead spent flowers to prevent self-sowing and spreading if				    Common White Yarrow 
this is undesired. Otherwise, leave last blooms to feed birds come winter.

SUMMER

Deadhead spent flowers to encourage new blooms. 					     Common White Yarrow, 			 
										          Prairie Red Coneflower, Yellow Columbine

If foliage becomes ragged during summer heat, cut foliage back to				    Yellow Columbine 
three inches above ground and new leaves will grow in.	 					   

WINTER

Don’t prune or cut back over the winter to protect the crown 				    Fall Aster, Yellow Columbine 
from winter moisture.								         
		

Plant Maintenance by Season

PLANTMAINTENANCE TASKS



6'x10' rectangle
SUGGESTED FRONT SIDE OF GARDEN

Plant-by-Number Design Suggestion

1. Blue Grama Grass (Qty. 2)
2. Common White Yarrow (Qty. 2)
3. Fall Aster (Qty. 3)
4. Pineleaf Penstemon  (Qty. 3)

Key

1 box = 1 square foot

5. Prairie Red Coneflower (Qty. 2)
6. Switchgrass (Qty. 1)
7. Yellow Columbine (Qty. 2)

Map reflects bloom or showy foliage colors.
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