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We would like to acknowledge the land and water in what is now called the United States of America. The University of 
Wisconsin - Stevens Point occupies the ancestral and contemporary lands of the Menominee and Ho-Chunk People. 

Please take a moment to acknowledge and honor the Menominee and Ho-Chunk land and the people who have worked 
to sustain it for many generations. Use the QR code in this slide to find and acknowledge the ancestral and 

contemporary lands that you occupy. 

Native-Land.ca | Our home on native land

https://native-land.ca/




Administration
Strategic Administration

• Prioritizes energy efficiency as a core objective
• Recognizes the potential for cost-savings, environmental benefits, and 
education opportunities

• Establishes a dynamic, cross-functional team to spearhead initiatives.

Resource Mobilization
• Proactively seeks grants and funding sources to supplement energy-related 
budgetary allocations.

• Explores strategic partnerships to enhance capabilities and achieve ambitious 
energy efficiency targets.

Comprehensive Planning
• Ensures seamless integration of energy efficiency and sustainability goals into 
organizations policies.

• Embeds these goals in ongoing and future facility discussions.
• Allocates dedicated funds annually to fortify energy efficiency measures.



Building and Grounds
Energy-Optimized Operations and Maintenance

• Strategizes and implements operations and maintenance protocols geared 
towards minimizing energy consumption.

• Responsibilities encompass:
⚬ Thorough cleaning of filters.
⚬ Precisions tuning of equipment.
⚬ Rigorous commissioning of buildings.
⚬ Continuous monitoring and tracking of energy usage.

Proactive Infrastructure Enhancement
• Conducts regular audits of facilities to pinpoint areas for energy-efficient 
infrastructure improvements.

• Stays abreast of cutting-edge technologies to discern and adopt the most 
effective energy-saving practices.



Students and Staff
Renew Our Schools: Challenge Leadership

• Lead school-wide energy initiatives as committed advocates.
• Integrates the challenge into lesson plans to instill a culture of energy 
consciousness.

• Builds awareness and understanding of energy conservation principles.

Renew Our Schools: Strategic Coordination
• Coordinates and submits comprehensive school energy actions, ensuring alignment 
with the Renew Our Schools Challenge.

• Establishes and nurtures a dedicated school energy team for collaborative and 
sustained efforts.



Focus on Energy©
• Reimburses the enrollment fee upon successful 
completion of the energy challenge.

• Compensates e-Gauge installation with a detailed 
invoice.

• Offers support with on-site school energy audits 
and Energy Advisor mentorship.

Wisconsin K-12 Energy Education Program (KEEP)
• Coordinates support for energy action initiatives.
• Extends assistant in lesson planning. 
• Equips educators with comprehensive energy audit tools and expert guidance.

How do yo
u make 

this ha
ppen?

Resource Central
• Grants exclusive access to the Renew Our Schools portal for real-time tracking 
of challenge statistics and energy savings.

• Facilitates eGauge installation with comprehensive guidance, support, and 
educational background knowledge to empower participants.

• Provides regular updates and communication to keep participants engaged.
• Equips participants with valuable energy audit tools and curriculum.

PARTNERSHIPS!



What is Renew Our 
Schools?

Renew Our Schools is a powerful 5-week energy 
education competition that gets students and staff in 

schools across the nation excited about getting smarter 
about energy consumption. We combine technology and 
thoughtful inquiry based lesson plans to provide a hands 

on energy education.

Learn more about the program





Energy Monitor

“The eGauge gives us real time data so 
kids can see if their energy efforts are 
working. It is real obvious during our 1 

minute blackouts that our energy 
consumption is going down.”

-October 2023 Participant



Points

It’s not a competition without prizes. Participating schools have multiple 

opportunities to win cash prizes and more!

Prizes

The school with the most points at the end of competition wins. 

Schools earn points by completing School Energy Actions.



Teaching 
Standards

“Science Inquiry - Employ simple equipment 

and tools to gather data. Use appropriate 

mathematics with data to construct 

reasonable explanations. Communicate about 

observations, investigations and explanations. 

Engineering and Technology - ask questions, 

make observations, and gather information.”
-May 2023 Program 

Participant



Student Led Exploration

SPARK STAR SUPERNOVA
Introductory competition; no 

smart energy monitor 
required

Requires a real time energy 
monitor; designed to be 
repeated year after year

Our “Coming Soon” 
competition designed for 
older students to predict 

energy behaviors

“Students got competitive and began finding their own ways to 
conserve energy.”



School Ener
gy 

Actions
Schools earn points by completing School Energy 

Actions

Over 30 School Energy Actions to complete

Energy Savings used in the event of a tie



3217
“We tried, notice, wonder, remind, for all of the energy questions. I 

think the answers they discovered will have a larger impact on 
them.”

“This really involved the whole school in thinking about energy use 
and reduction.”

Completed School Energy Actions



School Energy 
Actions

“Students enjoyed researching and then teaching to 
other classrooms. They learned the most from these 
mini-sessions.”

“Students had NEVER thought about some of these 
issues.”

• Learning

• Teaching



Lesson Plan

Lesson Plan

Teacher 
Guide



“Students really had to learn how to use the 
meters and then carry through with the actual 
audit”

Data Collection

“The fact that you can isolate energy use data down to 
a day, hour, or weekend really lets kids explore the 
energy use during a certain event or time frame at 
school. They all know when there are sporting events 
that keep them at school until late so they seem 
interested in comparing those times to nights when 
there isn't anything going on.

• Energy Analysis • School Monitoring



3%
Rebound energy use is to be expected

Annual participation is critical

Average Energy Savings per School



Stronger District 
Involvement

Data 
Collection

Support District 
Initiatives

School 
Involvement

Save
Money

Let your students collect 
the data you need to be 
successful at your job!

Renew Our Schools get’s 
the whole School 

involved!

An easy way to let the 
schools support what’s 

happening at the district 
level

“It led to our hallway 
de-lighting campaign 

(saving $1200 annually)”



Three School Success 
Stories

Lourdes Academy (elementary) - Energy education translates 
across all age levels

Evansville High School - Egauge data leads to school energy 
efficiency improvements and community outreach

Oconomowoc High School - Place based learning leads to 
better Advanced Placement Environmental Science test scores
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Oconomowoc 
High School

Place based learning lead
s to better AP 

Environmental Science test scores



Oconomowoc 
High School

Place based learning lead
s to better AP 

Environmental Science test scores
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Evansville High 
School

Egauge data leads to sch
ool energy 

efficiency improvements and community 

outreach

● Delamped overlit hallways. Removed 219 25-watt T-8 
fluorescent lights. Hallways are still at the top end of 
standard lighting levels for schools.

● Community outreach drive for district families to take 
advantage of free efficiency items for their home (LED 
light bulbs, low-flow shower heads, and pipe, window and 
electrical outlet insulation)

Free Energy-Saving Packs | 
Focus on Energy

https://focusonenergy.com/residential/energy-saving-packs
https://focusonenergy.com/residential/energy-saving-packs


Evansville High 
School

Egauge data leads to sch
ool energy 

efficiency improvements and community 

outreach



Match the appliances below with the watts they consume.  
In a classroom setting, each student is assigned an appliance and the class as a whole works 

together to order themselves from least to greatest number of watts consumed.



Watts Your Appliance (uwsp.edu)

https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/KEEP-WattsYourAppliance.pdf
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● School wide kick off event - “Ready to Renew” skits from 
National Theatre for Children.

● Energy conservation poster contest and distribution
● Tour of University of Wisconsin Oshkosh’s biodigester 

located within walking distance of Lourdes Academy

Lourdes 
Academy

Energy education translat
es across all 

age levels



Lourdes 
Academy

Energy education translat
es across all 

age levels

Lourdes Academy won 
$4,700 between STAR and 
Alumni Renew Our Schools 

competitions. They are 
contemplating using their 

winnings as seed money for 
a solar array at their school.



Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Calculator | US EPA

Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies 
Calculator | US EPA

LEARN ABOUT ENERGY in a place based format

REDUCE ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION
REDUCE CARBON FOOTPRINT

SAVE MONEY

https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator
https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator
https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator


Free Wisconsin K-12 Energy Education Program 
(KEEP) resources to support using your school 

building as an energy educational tool.

k Energy Audit - Lighting
keep-school-energy-investigations-lighting-w

orksheet.pdf (uwsp.edu)

Energy Audit - Appliances/Loads
keep-school-energy-investigations-plug-load

-worksheet.pdf (uwsp.edu)

Energy Audit - Temperature
keep-school-energy-investigations-temperature-

worksheet.pdf (uwsp.edu)
○

Watts Your Appliance?
Watts Your Appliance (uwsp.edu)

Energy Scavenger Hunt
Energy Scavenger Hunt - University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point (uwsp.edu)

Energy Audit Best Practices Guide
keep-energy-audit-best-practices.pdf 

(uwsp.edu)

https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/keep-school-energy-investigations-lighting-worksheet.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/keep-school-energy-investigations-lighting-worksheet.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/keep-school-energy-investigations-plug-load-worksheet.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/keep-school-energy-investigations-plug-load-worksheet.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/keep-school-energy-investigations-temperature-worksheet.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/keep-school-energy-investigations-temperature-worksheet.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/keep-watts-your-appliance.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wcee/wcee/keep/energy-scavenger-hunt/
https://www.uwsp.edu/wcee/wcee/keep/energy-scavenger-hunt/
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/keep-energy-audit-best-practices.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/keep-energy-audit-best-practices.pdf
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